Minutes of Hopewell Parent Council Meeting

Tuesday, February 8th, 2011

Neal put forward a motion to approve the meeting’s agenda.

Seconded by Judy. Agenda was approved.

Neal put forward a motion to approve the minutes from January’s meeting.

Jen put forward a motion to amend the minutes to state that Heather Cotton organized a student team for a robotic tournament.

Seconded by Michele. Minutes were approved as amended.

Chairs Report

Presented by Neal.

Accommodation Report: Board staff will present their recommendation of “Option A” to the School Board meeting on February 17th. Neal will attend this meeting. More schools have been added to the ARC process. It was noted that any that process and any future changes would be difficult.

Grass Yard: It appears that some money has become available through the School Board to address the problems in the grass yard. Work would begin this summer and be finished by the fall. A “blue print” plan developed by the School Board was presented.  The total cost is estimated to be in the range of $150 000. The School Board is inviting Parent Council to contribute ideas and money to the project. 

Last week on Tuesday, February 1, Parent Council held a special meeting to discuss priorities for the remainder of the school year. It was decided that since there seems to be some leadership and money budgeted on the part of the School Board, now would be the time to, once again, make the grass yard a very high priority for Parent Council. This year, approximately $5000 could be committed to the grass yard. Paying the School Board more money over several years was also discussed. Since Parent Council is dissolved at the end of the school year and reformed in September, it would have to change its constitution in order to commit future councils to funds for the grass yard.

During the discussion many expressed strong feelings that up keep of the school property was the responsibility of the School Board. There is the possibility of working with the City of Ottawa regarding future maintenance of the yard. This would hopefully ensure the yard to be open to the community after school hours.

Priority Planning Meeting:

Funding for the grass yard was discussed (see above). 

It was decided that Parent Council would organize a family BBQ as a year-end event (potential revenue) as opposed to an in-school fun day (expense).

An online central request site for supplies that teachers might need for classroom activities was discussed. Staff could post supplies they are looking for and parents could list extra craft, science supplies etc… that they would like to donate.

Guest Presenter: Yvonne from the Sunnyside Library
Yvonne, the assistant branch manager, welcomed parents to come and visit the newly renovated library. She listed several new programs and old favourites available for early literacy and different ages. She also highlighted the many on-line resources available.

Staff Report

This was the last week of Sparkle Girls. Run by Beth Merkley, it had 150 participants and went through 40 tubes of sparkles.

The intermediate girls volley-ball team, coached by Celine Brunet, won the Glashan Invitational Tournament.

The evening performance of the grades 3-6 talent show will be February 24th. Admission by donation. All proceeds to support the school’s adopted orangutans in Borneo.

Stephanie Moffet presented the Me to We Club’s next fund raising event. They will hold a rummage sale on March 31st from 5pm – 8pm. They also plan to have eco-friendly products available.

Mary Legris informed Parent Council that the kindergarten students will put on a concert for parents to raise funds for the Solio project. As well, Primary Choir will be starting up soon (80 kids signed up).

Principal Report

Nicole discussed the school’s effectiveness program. Using qualitative and quantitative information staff decided what areas it wants to emphasize in their teaching. This year staff is focusing on inferencing and fostering higher order thinking. Focus has mainly been on literacy as the mathematics curriculum is very language driven.

Lice are a serious problem in some classes. Nicole asks that parents be vigilant and regularly check their kids.

Budget Committee

Budget committee reviewed its requests for funds and recommended the following amounts be approved:

$330 for the student creative magazine was recommended.

$1250 for Mr. Pantieros’ grade 7/8 art field trip was recommended. The original request was for $2000.

$0 for the library. The original request was for $5000. It was decided to put off such a large request until the end of year until we had a better idea of the financial impact of the grass yard was better understood.

Insufficient member present to vote on recommendations, but there was discussion of requests.

Parent Council felt comfortable committing the money for the creative magazine. 

There was much discussion regarding funding standard class field trips versus larger unique field trips such as Space Camp and X-country skiing. 

Parent Council would like to contribute some money towards to the library and suggested $1250.

The vote on budget requests was deferred. No money was allocated. There is the possibility of holding the vote through email.

Sharing and Caring Communities

Vanessa presented the out comes of their January meeting. Tina Daniels is to be contacted for her experience with running information sessions for parents, teacher and Int. students. The idea is to have Int . students take on a leadership role. 

Nicole has been involved in a similar program in the past and noted that a very large time commitment is required from the already busy teachers. The office and teachers feel that, on the whole, in the past 2 years bullying has been less problematic although early bullying behaviour may still be present.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.

