Minutes: Hopewell Ave. Parent Council Meeting

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

1. Welcome and call to order:

Approval of the agenda – agenda moved by Judy Calder, seconded by Vanessa Copland, motion passed

Approval of the minutes from March meeting – with amendments, adoption of minutes moved by Michele Sprott and seconded by Judy Calder.

2. Chair’s Report

Jen Small – A big thank you to Lori Mockison for spear heading the very successful End of Year party.

- Thank you to Claudia SanMartin for her years of work with the pizza funding raising. Denise Inglis will be taking over its organization.

- The teacher appreciation breakfast hosted by parent council on Friday, June 24th.

- Parent Council will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of the month for the 2011-2012 school with the first meeting being on Tuesday, September 13th, 2011.

Neal Hill – The CGOOS working group met last night. There was a great deal of difficulty in finding consensus. The major population issue is in the Glebe. Mutchmore is adamant that moving EFI to Mutchmore will be detrimental to their English program. Almost half the program at Mutchmore is in a congregated gifted program with a large proportion of students from out of the area. Mutchmore would like to have a MFI program, but that would do little to alleviate the population pressures at First Ave.

At the meeting there was an attempt to set priorities. There did seem to have two large ideas emerge; a neighbourhood school vs. quality of program regardless of location.

There will be another public meeting on June 22nd at Lisgar auditorium.

4. Principal’s & Teacher’s Report

Principal’s report

- Staffing is set for next year. Nicole presented an outline of teachers for each program. Esther Watson and Claire Martin will be joining the school.

- Several teachers will be leaving. Carol-Ann Hassar is retiring, Stephanie Moffett is leaving, Caroline Theriault and Monique Sack will be working as literacy coaches, Jennifer St. Amant will be on contract at Knoxdale PS, Christos will be taking a leave of absence for part of the year. Lexi Scott, Sandra Wallis, Claude Barette and Angela Martin will also be leaving. They will be missed!!

-School in improvement plan is being developed in June for the following year. The focus will be numeracy for the 2011-12 school year.

-Safe and caring schools – the grade 6’s have created a PALS program, which has been met with success.

- There will be a safe and caring team set up for September.

- The school hopes to go ahead with Space Camp next year. This year there were a few problems, among others, the teachers had concerns that the staff to student ratios was not adequate. These will be needed to be dealt with before committing to next year. Katherine Owens will be the lead for grade 6 space camp.

- The int. students are off to camp tomorrow. 

- The police have been involved with a female student on the weekend (outside school hours). The police have decided not to follow up with further information to the school about the incident.

-Nicole thanked the volunteers for another successful year and stressed that so much would not be possible with out the parents volunteers.

Teachers Report 

– Thanks for the year-end party and to all the parents for a good year. 

-Our int. ph. ed program has been recognized for its excellence. We were awarded the “Diamond level banner”.

-Grade 7 parents volunteers are needed for the grade 8 grad.

-The grade 3 Chess Tournament was held today.

5. On Going Council Activities

a – External Environment-

- A meeting was held with Dan Fournier (the project manager), parent council reps and school staff. PC and staff were unable to give much input to the yard renovations. 

-John Loop passed out information regarding the improvement plan. John noted the incredible amount of effort in the past years into improving the “grass” yard, much of which, sadly, has not been long lasting. After much research John learned about the drainage problems (the pipes have been dug up and fixed). He is optimistic about the new turf to be put in, but is greatly concerned that project will not be done properly and will need to be re-done as in the near future. He emphasized the drainage problems associated with the snow dump zones, speed bump, etc… John has also talked with the City of Ottawa. Prices for different jobs were presented. The figures total $290 824.71. The School Board is only willing to commit to covering the costs of the artificial turf ($151 414. 00) There are many other suggestions include decking around trees to protect the trees’ soil and to provide seating, moving the play structure, a larger drain, etc … 

b – Budget – 

- Michele gave an overview of our financial statements. We have a balance of approx. $12 000 (space camp for 2011-12 has been deducted already). There are a few upcoming costs – grade 8 grade, teacher appreciation, and money from ski and skate sale towards Clifford Bowey School’s playground.

- We will have to delay the following budget items due to low attendance: safe and caring schools $500.

c – Safe and Caring Schools – 

- The committee has been very pleased with the work so far regarding the PALS program. Next week, kids will be in the yard helping with games, after which there will be a follow up assessment. They are hoping to have a school wide assembly, daylong event in September to set the tone for the school year. 

d – Communications – no update

6. New Business  - no new business

7. Adjournment moved by Jen Small, seconded by Michele Sprott, motion passed.

