Minutes

Tuesday, March 8th Hopewell Ave. Public School Parent Council

1. Welcome and Call to Order,

2. Approval of the Agenda and Minutes

· Agenda moved by Lori Mockison and seconded by Michele Sprott. Agenda was approved.

· February minutes were not presented.

3. Chair’s Report:  Neal Hill

At recent Accommodations Review Committee (ARC) meeting, Draft Terms of Reference for the "Accommodation Study" were distributed – comments may be submitted until March 10.

No content was discussed at this meeting, but we should assume that some of proposals that have been put forward previously may be introduced again.  The committee plans to have periodic meetings.

At this point, JK will move from First Avenue to Mutchmor for next year.  

By September/October 2011, the committee wants to have narrowed down what are doing in the district, decide on recommendations in December, and be ready for implementation in Sept. 2012.  There are concerns that the process may be moving too fast, and not allow enough time for complete review.

A detail that may concern Hopewell further – each school included in the study gets two representatives on the committee, plus one community association representative per community association.  Keep in mind that this may over represent small schools; Hopewell needs to commit to stay in this process.  

Hopewell needs to fill the other seat in the consultation at this point.  Jeea Saraswati has indicated interest in the other seat, and in chairing the Education Issues committee.

This process is a substitute for a proper ARC Accommodation Review, and is being called an “Accommodation Study”. 

Comments:

Lady Evelyn is not in this study – concern that the many new homes proposed to be built near St. Paul’s University will not be considered.  

Is it council’s responsibility to get this information out to parents?  Neal indicated it is the representative’s responsibility to keep constituency informed.

Could council use Synervoice to keep parents informed?  Nicole is not sure if allowed to use it for council business, but can check.

Neal’s sense is that Hopewell’s general feeling is that we want to keep all of our programs, but decrease our catchment area, but that other schools have different ideas.

Nicole Turpin’s comment – Glashen and Mutchmor down in population, and French Immersion centers (Hopewell and First Ave.) cracking under overpopulation;  it is important for the board to have all of the information. 

Neal will circulate the Terms of Reference for our review

Jen Small’s addition for chair’s report – school is going ahead with Junior musical “Annie” with Alison Woyawada, and plans to charge $5 per ticket to cover the cost of rights to Annie and the honourarium for Alison.    

4. Principal’s & Teachers’ Report:  

Nicole Turpin indicated that the parent survey is back on track.  It was delayed by an official complaint to the municipal freedom of information act, but April 18 – May 20 will now be the timing for the survey.  For grades K-6, questions will go home with the child, and parents can decide if want to answer.  Nicole hopes that parents will take part – the information gathered will be very useful, and is not segregated individually, rather used statistically as a school.  If parents have any questions, they are urged to discuss them with administration.  Grade 7-8 students will answer the survey in school in the computer lab;  parents will the have choice for their child not to participate.  The survey will be anonymous.

“Building Parent Engagement” is a program/system sent out by the Ministry (and will be put on the Hopewell website) aimed at parents, to describe how to get involved with your child’s education in ways that are interesting, and addresses such topics as internet safety, reading, first time parents, etc.  Nicole would like more parents to feel welcome in school, and see more parental involvement.  

Grade 5 students were finally able to have their cross-country ski outing last Monday, after being cancelled three times for various reasons.

The band just took part in the MusicFest competition;  it is the first time Hopewell has participated.  It is very competitive and can result in an invitation to nationals, if you make gold in your region.  Nicole hopes the band can continue participating.  

There will be a band trip for Grade 7 to Quebec City, Grade 6 Space Camp is soon, and many sports competitions are ongoing.  Primary choir is underway, as well as preparations for the junior musical.

A Hopewell student made it to the third round of the spelling bee.  

Nicole is starting staffing allocation – if a parent wants to ask for a specific environment for their child, send it directly to her, and please take part in the allocation study.

A lot of work has been put out on the bulletin boards, because the director/head of curriculum recently toured the school with the superintendent.  

Merri Legris mentioned the recent Green Thumb assembly, which aimed to explain the difference between items that should be recycled and something that can be purchased and used by someone.

Nicole has been asked about collecting compostable waste in school.  Hopewell has recycling now, which has been a large challenge logistically, but they hope to look at green bins for next year.

Nicole has decided to shrink the size of school planners/agendas by half for next year – one size for all, resulting in a third of the cost.

5. Committee Updates:

Budget – Michele Sprott:

Michele reviewed the discussion from last month: 

Deferred the decision for library request because of potential for spending in the yard, and agreement to fund creative magazine.

Motion to fund creative magazines $330, which covers both primary and junior magazines was moved by Jen Small and seconded by John -  Motion passed.  

Field trip request from Mr. Pantieros’ – went already and funded it himself.

Motion for council to give $1250 to the library now and review in June to see if can allocate more then, was moved by Michele Sprott and seconded by Mike Stewart. - Motion passed.  

Grocery cards were sold again, and made $1029 on last round.  

The recent Beach Party made approximately $990 – a huge thank you to Kelly Harrison for planning the event, kids had a great time.

Payment for rights to musical “Annie” is just under $600, which has been sent out already.

Pizza lunch is now doing better with intermediates, and getting better at estimating intermediate demand.    

Merri Legris mentioned that the Havana café had praise for the intermediate students that have recently come in, that they were extremely well-behaved;  Havana Café would like to be considered for sandwich lunch at school.

Communications – no update

Space Camp – According to Nicole, ten Grade 6 students are not attending;  two will be on a trip (i.e., not available to attend), but of the eight remaining, Nicole is trying to get them to go for at least a day of the program.

Safe & Caring Schools –  Nicole indicated that they have gotten Grade 6 kids to make signs for the school, and has gotten some interested in the “Pals” mentoring program.  They did send some Grade 6-7 students out last year to teach games; Vanessa Coplan is trying to get this going again in a more organized fashion.

External Environment (Grassyard) – John Loop

Have received the preliminary plan from landscape architect, but John feels that this plan falls short.  Neal Hill indicated that Dan Fournier (new project manager) is in the process of generating a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a consultant who would come in and work on this (Jeff Kastner no longer involved), and hopes to have consultant selected by early April.  Until this happens, difficult to talk about any plans

John is concerned that may have to shut down the grassyard in April due to safety.

Nicole indicated that also looking at other issues, not just greening, and has  heard from Dan that money has been put aside for us.  He says our project could cost $100-150,000, and is trying to get us to buy in financially, so there is more money left to fund other projects. 

Nicole and Neal recently had breakfast with Dave Chernushenko to discuss both Hopewell play areas, and owe Dave a write-up of what we are proposing

John indicates that we need to look at all of the yards, not just the grassyard, and wants to strike a committee to make a plan for the entire school.

He is also looking for parents to join a committee for a Fri/Sat Clean Sweep the Capital clean-up project in early May. 

Compost/recycling – In response to a comment that custodian Chris was adamant that Hopewell not have such a program, and that it was better to send waste from nutrition breaks home with kids, Nicole responded that the recycling program was offered to the school, they didn’t ask for it.  As kids get older, the bringing it home aspect doesn’t work, they will just throw it in the garbage.  Bringing it home works better with younger kids, and there is no manpower to control waste from lunches.

Question about grassyard: what kind of surface is proposed – real grass?

John responded that currently looking at 50% artificial surface, some grass space, some pathways – this is subject to change as we get another consultant on the project.

Note about planters:  teachers trying to enforce “no backpacks” in tree containers.

6. Motion to adjourn meeting moved by Lori Mockison and seconded by Michele Sprott. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:19.  

