Minutes

Tuesday, May 10th Hopewell Ave. Public School Parent Council

1. Welcome and Call to Order,

2. Approval of the Agenda and April Minutes

· Agenda moved by Judy Calder and seconded by Michele Sprott.

· April Minutes were not circulated and will be approved at the next meeting.

3. Principals and teacher’s report

· Nicole discussed the various activities of the school, and thanked the hard working volunteers for their support. Activities included drama, track and field and other charitable events. 

· The school is undergoing their staffing review and process. School improvement and effectiveness plans are ongoing.

· The ministry guidelines for healthy choices is not as onerous as expected.

· The meeting with Tina Daniels regarding bullying occurred and many parents came out. The school is going to implement the PALS program.

· Nicole also notified the teachers that there will be several practice firedrills and lockdowns over the course of the month.

· Yard will now be unlocked and locked by a concerned parent who will ensure the yard is available for local children between sunrise and sunset. The Grass Yard will be closed during the weekends and after sunset weekdays.

· The survey is coming in slowly. 

· EQAO should start shortly.

· Neal Hill indicated that the grass yard is on track, an RFP is currently outstanding for an external consultant to complete the yards redevelopment for next Fall. 

4. Ongoing Council Activities

A. Safe and caring schools

· Discussed the PALS program.

· Requested a half day planning time for teachers in order to equip them to combat bullying next year. Including bringing Tina Daniels in to consult with teachers. This will cost approximately $300 and the committee has requested funding. 

· Desire to institute a beginning of the year event regarding bullying and the desired messaging around it.

· For Intermediates the U Can program was discussed as a potential intervention to institute is 2012. Different interventions are required for different age groups. Such as monthly poster making sessions and for the parents, a “power dynamics” box in each issue of Parent Speak. 

B, Budget

· Michele Sprott moved the motion “that $300 be use to  pay for a n anit-bullying workshop for teachers, lead by Tina Daniels” . Seconded by Karen. Motion passed.

C. Communications

D. External Environment

· Covered in the Principals report.

5. Chairs Report

· OCDSB Centretown, Glebe and Old Ottawa South Working Committee on Accommadations

· Neal Hill presented the interim report explaining the situation at seven schools each either under or over capacity, and discussed the various scenarios available to us and the dynamics.

· Discussion ensured.

· The presentation will be posted on the parent council website.

6. Motion to adjourn the meeting was moved by Michele Sprott and second by Jen Small. Motion approved. 

