HASPC Minutes
June 2009

Overview:
· Nicole reviewed the schedule for Balanced Day as it is to take place in the Fall. Two 40 minute breaks were to be provided. One near 11:00 and one near 1:00. Children were to have 20 minutes to eat and 20 minutes outside to play. Balanced day will also allow for grade 7 & 8’s to have time on the school yard to get some exercise and fresh air. After discussion and concerns about whether there would be enough time to go home for lunch for those who wish to this was changed to 40 minutes in the am and 50 minute on the pm. Q: How will issues about Balanced day be tracked next year? Will there be a mechanism for a dialogue between Council and the Administration? Nicole encouraged parents to e-mail her with any issues that might arise due to Balanced day.
Q: More communication between parents and administration will be needed with the implementation of BD. It was suggested that parents be notified through Parentspeak to see the council website and to provide their e-mail address so that Hopewell Happenings and Parentspeak can go to them electronically.

· Nicole noted that lunch on Bank Street will be changed for next year so that the students are free to eat lunch off school property one day per week ( after discussion this was changed to two days/week).
Q: There were questions about what activities the grade 7 & 8 students would have available to them at lunch time if they chose not to be off property for lunch. Nicole indicated that she had surveyed the new incoming students as well as our grade 6 students for ideas and that there would be some brainstorming to see what the kids wanted to do.

· Karen Johnston-Hobbs has volunteered to help set up classroom websites for next year. The goal would be to eventually have a classroom website for every class at Hopewell.

· It was reported that the grade 7 & 8 Band trip went very well, they had a great performance and they enjoyed attending the “Sound of Music”.

· New incoming grade 7 & 8’s visited the school.

· Purple Turtle visited to demonstrate hand washing. Soap and paper towels have been increased in all washrooms. The school was also disinfected.
Q: Can we have a protocol to ensure soap and towels or Purell is available to all students in all classrooms? Soap and water for hand washing is the best defense against the H1N1 virus. Children should be encouraged to tell their teacher immediately if soap is needed in the washrooms. Parents can send in Purell but they are also asked to really encourage their children to use soap and water and to use the Purell as a back-up.

· The teacher’s expressed their thank-you to parents for their support during this challenging year? Nicole commented on how much she enjoyed our children. She also noted the challenge of the logistics of such a big school.

· Hopewell has been allocated a second VP for next year which will be a great advantage to the school. Thanks to Sara Adams who, as Chair of Parent Council, sent a letter to the Board last year advocating for this increase in administration.

· School supply list will be provided for next year. Best Tools for Schools (an agency that offers school supplies that can be ordered on line; http://www.toolsforschools.ca/supplies_ottawa_school/schoolsupplies.php) was discussed as a possible fund raiser. A decision was made to table this issue for further consideration next year.

· Room 110 will need to be used as a classroom next year due to the high number of students projected for next year.
Q: The issue last year was that the hard cap of 20 children in primary classes did not apply if grade 4’s were added to the grade 3 classes. Will this be an issue this coming year? How will this work? The numbers for next year are just coming in at this time of year but the hard cap may raise the same issues next year.
Q: What will be done about class splits with low numbers of one grade in a split?  Do you agree that this is problematic? Nicole indicated that she does not like a split with a small number of one grade and that it is better when the numbers are equal. 

· Names of next year’s teachers will be reported on the report card for the Primary and Junior students.
· 
· It was requested that electronic toys not be brought to school or used in class but can be an option for rainy days. Scooters are OK on school grounds but not skate boards due to safety concerns?

· A 100th anniversary committee is being organized to make plans on how to best celebrate our school 100 year birthday. Volunteers are needed. Jane Dickson-Gilmore will be chairing the organizing committee. Contact Jane to help at jane_dickson-gilmore@carleton.ca

· A student round table will be established next year. It will be open to anyone who is interested. The emphasis will be philanthropic with a pay it forward focus as well as school spirit and dances.
· To encourage parent engagement it was suggested that a feature article be placed on the Council website suggesting roles that parents might play. There were an number of challenges for Council this year as we had no reliable secretary or OCASC (Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School Council) rep. next year we will try and recruit more parent involvement.

· Budget committee recommended a budget increase from $1,000 to a total of $2,000 in order to hold an event on the last day of school to replace the year end barbeque that was cancelled. 
Motion: Sara A., Seconded: Jackie N. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned.


Summarized by Tina Daniels, Chair 
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