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Meeting Minutes

January 11, 2011

Attendees: Kim MacDonald, Nicole Turpin, Celyne Brunet, Jen Small, Rob Coplan, Lori Mockson Burcsik, Michelle Sprott, Mike Stewart, Paisley Nesmith, Lori Camilucci, Alison Fines, Karen Goodrich, Judy Calder, Christine McCreery, Christine Franklin, Jenny O'Brien, Heather Barrett, Ivana Jonasch, Amanda Sterczyk, April Dodge, Marcia McAlpin, Neal Hill,  and Larry Rush

1. Call-to-order and Introductions at 7:10 p.m.

2. Approval of Agenda & December meeting minutes

Motion made to approve by Alison Fines and seconded by Michele Sprott.  Motion carried. 

Approval of December 2010 minutes moved by Judy Calder, seconded by Lori Camilucci. Motion carried. Nicole Turpin suggested one correction on page 4, namely that the “Band trip” referenced should read “Grade 7 trip”, as the trip was not band-related.

3. Chair's Report – Neal Hill 

Chair Summary Report & Open Discussion of Board Accommodation Report

· The OCDSB hosted a public meeting on January 10th to review the interim Accommodation Measures needed to relieve the current overcrowding crisis at First Avenue Public School. The meeting was well attended, well-moderated, and well-behaved. The healthy interchange of information and opinion included contributions from the large contingent of parents most likely to be affected by the staff-preferred Option A – namely the parents of children entering JK in September 2011 at First Avenue who would be relocated for the year to nearby Mutchmor. There was much concern regarding splitting up children in the same family, childcare planning and transportation issues, should this particular option be chosen. Option A is however viewed by Board staff as preferable because it “reduces the immediate pressures at First Avenue, minimizes overall student disruption, allows for the greatest flexibility for long term solutions and could 'hold' for 2 years” (p.4 of Discussion Paper)

· Parents are strongly encouraged to look at the five options currently under review for implementation in September 2011 to deal with the acute overcrowding situation at First Avenue Public School. A full version of the Discussion Paper that was reviewed at the public meeting that took place on January 10th can be found at:

http:/www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/CentretownGlebeOldOttawaSouth.aspx

· As mentioned above, Board staff at the January 10th meeting said that Option A is their preferred option. Selection of Options D and E would have a direct impact on Hopewell and also give you some idea of what the Board might be considering for the school in the long-term. 

· The site limitations of downtown schools, mandated class-size restrictions in primary classes, the possibility of full-day kindergarten classes being implemented, population concerns, the desire to preserve and strengthen Community Schools that offer the English and French programs that meet the needs of families in their own neighbourhood – all of these elements will be weighed and considered in the next few years, so please think about what is important to you and let the Board know. It would also be helpful if you could share information with parents of pre-school children in your neighbourhood, who may not yet be aware that this important process is, and will be, going on.

· The deadline for individual comments on the Discussion Paper is Monday, January 24, 2011. While there will no doubt be many future opportunities to provide input for the upcoming long-term accommodation study (ARC), parents should consider making their voices heard now regarding their thoughts and preferences regarding these important changes in our community, as all information received will be reviewed and considered by the Board. 

· The contact information to submit comments is:



email: CentretownGlebeOldOttawaSouth@ocdsb.ca


fax: 613.820.5210



mail: Centretown Glebe & OOS Study, Planning Department, 133 Greenbank 


Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2H 6L3

· OCDSB Staff Report and Recommendations will be given on February 4th, followed by a meeting on February 17th that may include a delegation from Hopewell School. The Board will make the final decision by February 22nd.

Following this report, a concerned parent, Larry Rush, expressed his strong concern that French Immersion programs at Hopewell – especially MFI – might be threatened in these considerations, and asked that Council work to protect these programs at Hopewell.  Several members of Council, as well as the Principal, responded that everything possible will be done to make sure those programs remain part of Hopewell for the long term.
4. Principal’s & Teachers’ Report – Nicole Turpin & Celyne Brunet


a) Due to time constraints, an in-depth discussion of the School Effectiveness Plan 
by Nicole Turpin was postponed until next month. However, Council was 
informed that 
implementation of the Plan has already begun, teachers having already conducted a 
session to moderate their assessments.


b) Projectors – 10 more projectors have been received recently, bringing the current 
school total to 22 not including 7 ELMOs (with 10 more of these expected soon). Sound 
systems for the projectors are being added gradually, and the projectors are proving to be 
extremely popular, appreciated, and well-used by the teachers and their students. 
Continuing focus will also be given to enhancing Library and School Resource Room 
resources.


c) Overall school learning/teaching environment is reported to be excellent this year – 
everything is progressing very satisfactorily! 


d) With mixed emotions of sadness and excitement, Nicole Turpin announced that VP 
Kim MacDonald will be leaving Hopewell School to accept a position as a Principal 
elsewhere in the Board. Heartfelt personal and professional thanks and congratulations 
were extended to Kim by both Principal Turpin and by Council. Best of luck, Kim! 
Council was also also informed just prior to adjournment that Mr. Richard Simpson will 
be welcomed as our replacement VP.


e) Teachers' report – Celyne Brunet


Overall - Celyne Brunet echoed that the positive environment in the school is being 
enjoyed by all. She also praised the success of the recent Solio Bazaar – so strongly 
supported by school staff, students and parents - as well as highlighting the ongoing 
efforts of the Junior/Intermediate Me-to-We Club, being organized by Stephanie Moffat 
& Caroline Theriault, and whose next event will be a Rummage Sale on March 31st. 


Sports – Intermediate Volleyball is finishing up just as Junior Volleyball and 
Intermediate Basketball tryouts are coming up. A positive impact on learning was noted 
among participating students, and parents are encouraged to support their children in 
getting involved with the sports teams that are offered.


Space Camp – An information session will be held on January 25th for parents, please 
check the website for additional details. See also “Space Camp Committee” information.


Miscellaneous – A May concert in support of the Solio project is being planned by the 
Kindergarten classes. Enrichment courses will be offered in May, and a Hopewell team 
will attend an NXT Robotics event organized by Heather Cotton at the Glebe Community 
Centre. Involvement in the Science Olympics is being organized by Brenda Quinn And 
Kathy Manser, and will occur in February, with a related event at the Museum of Science 
and Technology. Some students are also practising for the Spelling Bee coming up on 
February 24th.


Upcoming Trips – A year-end trip to Quebec City to complement the History, 
Geography, and French curricula is planned for the Grade 7's. The Grade 8's will be 
attending a camp at Bark Lake that will combine Music, Leadership and Traditional 
Camp skills.


 Volunteers Needed – a parent volunteer to assist teachers by laminating material once or 
twice weekly would be most appreciated - details from Lori Mockson to follow. The 
current Science Cart used to teach about electricity also needs updating and refurbishing 
– any parent with time to help please contact the office. Thanks!

5. Committee Reports


Budget Committee – Michele Sprott


Michele emphasized the need to establish direction and specific goals for the Budget 
Committee in order to make good use of available funds and to establish whether or not 
further fundraising events are needed. To this end, a one-session Visioning Exercise will 
be planned, ideally by the end of January, which Jen Small kindly agreed to help 
organize. The 
possibility of using some of the grant money that is available specifically 
to encourage parent involvement in the school, and which could be used to provide 
refreshments for the Visioning session, was suggested. 


Michele outlined a projection of  $8000 in funds that should be available for allocation. 
The projection had already factored into it the deposit for Space Camp, items such as 
$500 for the Grade 8 graduation, money for staff gifts, bank charges, a staff appreciation 
breakfast, the already-approved $2000 for the Grade 5 Cross-country Ski Trip, purchase 
of an additional Robotix Kit, and it also included conservative estimates of revenue to be 
generated from remaining pizza sales (which are significantly lower than expected this 
year, particularly among the Intermediates), the upcoming Beach Party Night in March, 
and the Ski/Skate & Bike Swap Events.


Jen Small's motion to approve Michele's request for $200 to buy knitting supplies for the 
popular activity, to commence in February, was seconded by Mike Stewart. Motion  
carried. Donations of 
easy-to-use wool would be very welcome. Nicole Turpin also 
wondered if children might like to create take-home items, so simple project ideas are 
under consideration.


Communications Committee – Lori Camilucci & Nicola Maule


Nothing new to report at this time.


Space Camp Committee – as per Judy Calder


An information session will take place on January 25th. The cost is generally about $200, 
some of which will be offset by Council. Parent volunteers are required, and are 
encouraged to begin the process of undergoing the necessary Criminal Check well 
before the trip date. Criminal checks can be completed through OCRI, who provide 
volunteers to the School Board.

External Environment (“the Yard”) Committee – Rob Coplan as per John Loop

This committee is currently in a holding pattern. This in part because of uncertainty as to John's ability to continue in his present role due to health concerns, and also because the Board response to the vision walk - undertaken to highlight details of the required repairs and to assess financial aspects of these repairs - has not yet been received, though the response is expected to be positive when it does come.

Therefore, the budget implications of this multi-year project are as yet unknown. Council is hopeful that the School Board and Municipality will both contribute to the repairs. 

The very successful Spring & Fall Yard Cleanups are to continue and will once again take advantage of the City of Ottawa's “Spring Clean the Capital” initiative.

The need to tap John's expertise and to have his significant knowledge shared with others was voiced. The suggestion from last month to put a request for funds on David Chernushenko's agenda to get it into the upcoming budget was also repeated.


Safe & Caring Schools – Vanessa Coplan (not in attendance) & Heather Barrett


A meeting to discuss the focus and goals of this committee is upcoming. Lori Camilucci 
expressed an interest in participating.

6. New Business


A request was made to formally recognize council members Christine Franklin, Heather 
Barrett, and Vanessa Coplan (not in attendance). Motion made to accept by Jen Small, 
seconded by Rob Coplan. Motion carried.

7. Adjournment 


Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Hopewell Avenue Public School Council
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