Priority Setting Meeting

Wednesday, February 2, 2011

Council members and the Hopewell parent community were invited to join a discussion regarding setting funding priorities for the remainder of the 2010 – 2011 school year.

The Chair of Parent Council, Neal, began the meeting with an update regarding funding possibilities for improvements to the grass yard.  In the fall the yard’s drains were hooked up to sewers. Unfortunately, the clay soil that was in the yard was put back. Therefore we still expect limited success with drainage. It seems that the School Board is willing to consider making improvements to the yard if the school is able to come up with a substantial amount of the total costs. Draft plans have been drawn up. The project is in the price range of $200 000.

Several ideas were discussed regarding funding such as; partnering with the City of Ottawa and have the City responsible for some of the up keep, reaching out to community businesses to help with money and fund raising, and having Parent Council approve a long-term goal for funding some of the improvements. It was felt discussions regarding funding ought to also include opening the schoolyards again for the public to use.

Given the possibility of progress being made with the grass year, the group felt strongly that setting aside funds for the project was a main priority. There was concern about committing future Councils to a set amount of funds. Upon reviewing our expenditures from last year we felt we had room in the budget to easily accommodate $5 000 each year. This amount could be affected by our fund raising, most notably if lower pizza lunch and subway revenues declined. As well, setting aside such a large sum would mean less money being given to the school for items such as literacy, technology and science resources.

The Treasurer, Michelle, brought up a request from the library for $3 000. It was decided to not donate the money at this time. The request will be reviewed by Council at the end of the year once we have sorted out how much will be set aside for the yard project.

It was decided at the meeting that Parent Council would run an after school family BBQ instead of an in school Fun Day. The family BBQ would have the potential to raise funds and foster a community spirit. (The Fun Day is an expenditure.)

One parent brought up the idea of centralizing teacher requests for classroom supplies. For example, would staff be interested in posting requests for items such as Kinex, magnets, magazines or other items that might be needed in the class room? Parents with supplies that they no longer used could be matched up with teachers.

